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82 children have been baptised, and a considerable larger
number than this belonging to the tribe of the young &
old have died; altho’ the baptised children have not com-
posed near all of the births during this period. The whole
number of souls belonging to the nation is about 200. A
Temperance Society was formed in a few days after my
arrival which has held on its way until the present and
since 1834 has been upon the tee-total plan. Perhaps upon
few communities has the cause of Temperance had a more
salutary and manifest effect than upon this. Altho’ many
have violated their pledge still a large majority of those
who took the pledge have kept it sacredly, and these have
reaped the precious fruits of Temperance, and have been
a great check upon those who would use intoxicating
drinks. During this time habits of Temperance have been
formed whlich] t[he] greater part without doubt will pre-
serve thro’ life.

From the'length of time I have been permitted to reside
amongst the Natives it is natural to suppose that I should
have learnt many things respecting their character.

During part of my residence amongst these Indians I
have been called to pass thro’ many & sore trials in conse-
quence of their political strifes &ec. in which I have learned
many things which never could have been had it been
otherwise. I now remark no person can fully understand
the native character without long & painful experience.

My first impressions were erroneous. I feel it to be my
duty now to say to your venerable Society, that at first
and for years I formed an estimate of their character far
too favorable, and consequently I fear that my reports
have made a too favorable impression upon the minds of it.
These wrong impressions have not been made intentionally ;
but it was my want of experience, & the absence of events
which would bring out their hearts. I fear that this im-
pression has been made, that almost every vestige of pagan-
ism has been eradicated by the gospel inasmuch as this
tribe has had it about 110 years and some three generations
have passed and the fourth is now on the stage. Fidelity



